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origin and condition of political parties, the first por-
tion of the theme, was the only one completely handled
in that work.

Next*year (1845), in SYBIL OR THE Two NATIONS,
I considered the condition of the people, and the whole
work, generally speaking, was devoted to that portion
of my scheme. At that time the Chartist agitation
was still fresh in the public memory, and its repetition
was far from improbable. I had mentioned to my
friend, the late THOMAS DUXCOMBE, and who was my
friend before I entered the House of Commons, some-
thing of what I was contemplating; and he offered and
obtained for my perusal the whole of the correspond-
ence of Feargus O'Connor when conductor of the
* Northern Star,' with the leaders and chief actors of
the Chartist movement. I had visited and observed
with care all the localities introduced; and as an accu-
Ate and never exaggerated picture of a remarkable
period in our domestic history, and of a popular orga-
nisation which in its extent and completeness has
perhaps never been equalled, the pages of SYBIL may,
I venture to believe, be consulted with confidence.

In recognising the Church as a powerful agent in the
previous development of England, and possibly the
most efficient means of that renovation of the national
spirit which was desired, it seemed to me that the time
had arrived when it became my duty to ascend to the
origin of that great ecclesiastical corporation, and con-
sider the position of the descendants of that race who
had been the founders of Christianity. Some of the
groat truths of ethnology were necessarily involved in
such discussions. Familiar as we all are now with such